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Houston’s Popula tion Tops 6.3 Million 

 

The  Ho usto n me tro  a re a  a d d e d  137,692 re side nts in 2013, the  la rg e st p o p ula tio n 

inc re a se  o f a ny U.S. me tro  a re a .  Tha t e q ua te s to  o ne  ne w re side nt e ve ry 3.8 minute s.  

Ne w Yo rk ha d  the  se c o nd  la rg e st inc re a se ; the  Da lla s-Fo rt Wo rth me tro  ra nke d  third . 

Ho usto n’ s p o p ula tio n sto o d  a t 6,313,158 o n July 1, 2013, the  d a te  o f the  U.S. Ce nsus 

Bure a u’ s e stima te .  Sinc e  the  2010 Ce nsus, Ho usto n ha s a dd e d  392,742 re side nts, the  

la rg e st inc re a se  o f a ny U.S. me tro  a re a .  Two  Ho usto n-a re a  c o untie s sto o d  o ut in the  

Ce nsus Bure a u’ s re c e nt e stima te s.  Ha rris Co unty ha d  the  la rg e st nume ric  p o p ula tio n 

inc re a se  in the  na tio n, a d d ing  82,890 re sid e nts.  Ha rris re ma ins the  na tio n’ s third  mo st 

p o p ulo us U.S. c o unty, b e hind  Lo s Ang e le s Co unty, C A a nd  Co o k Co unty, IL. Fo rt Be nd  

ha d  the  fa ste st g ro wth ra te  (4.2 p e rc e nt) a mo ng  c o untie s with 250,000 o r mo re  pe o p le .  

Eve ry Ho usto n MSA c o unty e xp e rie nc e d  p o pula tio n g ro wth la st ye a r. 

 

The  e ne rg y se c to r is d riving  Ho usto n’ s e c o no my, whic h in turn is d riving  jo b  a nd  

p o p ula tio n g ro wth.  The  Ho usto n re g io n ha s c re a te d  mo re  tha n 350,000 jo b s sinc e  

Ja nua ry 2010, the  b o tto m o f the  re c e ssio n.  Only Chic a g o  a nd  Ne w Yo rk, with la b o r 

fo rc e s two  a nd  thre e  time s the  size  o f Ho usto n’ s la b o r fo rc e , ha ve  c re a te d  mo re  jo b s.  

With suc h stro ng  e mplo yme nt g ro wth, Ho usto n c o ntinue s to  d ra w jo b  se e ke rs fro m o the r 

p a rts o f the  c o untry. 

 

The  re g io n’ s p o p ula tio n c o uld  g ro w b y a t le a st 120,000 p e r ye a r, a dd ing  ne a rly 840,000 

re side nts b y 2020. At tha t p o int, Ho usto n’ s p o p ula tio n wo uld  a pp ro a c h 7.2 millio n.  Tha t 

fa lls within the  ra ng e  o f the  Te xa s Sta te  Da ta  Ce nte r’ s fo re c a st, whic h c a lls fo r the  

re g io n’ s p o p ula tio n to  ra ng e  fro m 6.93 to  7.44 millio n in 2020. Sinc e  the  2000 Ce nsus, 

Ho usto n ha s a d d e d  1.6 millio n re side nts a nd  the  re g io n’ s p o p ula tio n is o ne -third  la rg e r 

tha n it wa s a t the  b e g inning  o f the  c e ntury.  Only the  Ne w Yo rk a nd  Da lla s-Fo rt Wo rth 

me tro s ha ve  a d de d  mo re  re sid e nts.  Sinc e  2000, Ho usto n ha s rise n fro m e ig hth mo st 

p o p ulo us to  fifth a mo ng  the  na tio n’ s me tro  a re a s, o ve rta king  Wa shing to n, Mia mi a nd  

Phila d e lp hia .  The  Ne w Yo rk, Lo s Ang e le s a nd  Chic a g o  me tro s’  we a k jo b  p ro sp e c ts 

ha ve  fo rc e d  re side nts to  le a ve  fo r o the r me tro s with he a lthy e c o no mie s, like  Ho usto n, 

Da lla s-Fo rt Wo rth a nd  Austin.  

 

Job Growth Re ma ins Strong  Loc a lly a nd State wide  

 

Afte r g ro wing  a t a  ro b ust p a c e  thro ug h the  mid d le  o f la st ye a r, Ho usto n is se ttling  into  a  

slo we r g ro wth mo d e .  Tha t’ s no t ne c e ssa rily a  b a d  thing .  Ho usto n a re a  e mplo ye rs 

c re a te d  77,000 ne w jo b s b e twe e n Fe b rua ry 2013 a nd  Fe b rua ry 2014.  The  g a in, 

a c c o rd ing  to  Te xa s Wo rkfo rc e  Co mmissio n, re p re se nts a  2.8 p e rc e nt ye a r-o ve r-ye a r 

inc re a se .  Tha t is virtua lly id e ntic a l to  the  numb e r o f jo b s tha t Ho usto n c re a te d  b e twe e n 

De c e mb e r 2012 a nd  De c e mb e r 2013.  During  tha t o ne  ye a r p e rio d , p e r Ba rto n Smith, 

Pro fe sso r Eme ritus o f Ec o no mic s a t UH, Ho usto n a d d e d  76,200 jo b s.   

 

The  Da lla s-Fo rt Wo rth me tro  le d  the  sta te  in jo b  g ro wth a nd  Austin-Ro und  Ro c k ra nke d  

third . Sinc e  Ja nua ry 2010, Ho usto n ha s c re a te d  351,200 jo b s, Da lla s-Fo rt Wo rth 312,700 

jo b s, a nd  Austin-Ro und  Ro c k 128,400 jo b s.  The  sta te  o f Te xa s ha s c re a te d  1.2 millio n 
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jo b s in the  sa me  p e rio d .   Sta te wid e , e ig ht o f e le ve n ma jo r se c to rs a d d e d  jo b s in 

Fe b rua ry.  Only ma nufa c turing , info rma tio n se rvic e s, e d uc a tio n, a nd  he a lth se rvic e s 

re p o rte d  jo b  lo sse s la st mo nth. 

 

Eve ry se c to r b ut o ne —fina nc ia l a c tivitie s—re p o rte d  g ro wth in Ho usto n sinc e  Fe b rua ry 

2013.  The  stro ng e st e mp lo yme nt g ro wth o c c urre d  in o il a nd  g a s e xtra c tio n, whic h 

a d d e d  3,700 jo b s in the  12 mo nths e nd ing  Fe b rua ry 2014, a  6.5 p e rc e nt inc re a se . This is 

g o o d  ne ws fo r Ho usto n sinc e  muc h o f the  re g io n’ s pro sp e rity d e p e nd s o n a  he a lthy o il 

a nd  g a s ind ustry. Co nstruc tio n a lso  fa re d  we ll, a d d ing  9,600 jo b s, a  5.1 inc re a se . The  o n-

g o ing  b o o m in o ffic e  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  the  nume ro us c he mic a l p la nt e xp a nsio ns 

c o ntinue  to  d rive  e mp lo yme nt g ro wth in this se c to r.   

 

With slo wd o wns in e ne rg y – inc lud ing  o il a nd  g a s e xp lo ra tio n a nd  p ro d uc tio n a s we ll a s 

e ne rg y re la te d  ma nufa c turing  – c o nstruc tio n is ho ld ing  up  jo b  g ro wth rig ht, sa id  Bill 

G ilme r, Dire c to r o f the  Institute  fo r Re g io na l Fo re c a sting  a t UH.  The  Ho usto n a re a  ha s 

a d d e d  ne a rly 200,000 jo b s d uring  the  p a st 24 mo nths a nd  the  c o nstruc tio n ind ustry is 

trying  to  c a tc h up  b y b uild ing  ne w ho use s, sho p p ing  c e nte rs a nd  sc ho o ls to  

a c c o mmo d a te  a ll tha t g ro wth.  Co nstruc tio n c o mpa nie s c re a te d  9,600 ne w jo b s in the  

Ho usto n a re a  d uring  the  p a st 12 mo nths, fo r a  5.1 p e rc e nt g ro wth ra te , a c c o rd ing  to  

the  Te xa s Wo rkfo rc e  Co mmissio n.   

 

 

Houston to  Ga in from Fa c tory Surg e  

 

An a mp le  sup p ly o f c he a p  na tura l g a s ha s ig nite d  a  U.S. ma nufa c turing  surg e  

p ro je c te d  to  e xp a nd  p la nt pa yro lls a nd  d rive  d e ma nd  fo r c he mic a ls, ma c hine ry a nd  

p la stic s in the  Ho usto n a re a  a nd  b e yo nd  thro ug h the  e nd  o f the  d e c a de , the  U.S. 

Co nfe re nc e  o f Ma yo rs re p o rts.  Ho usto n-a re a  c he mic a l p la nts c o uld  se e  a  36 p e rc e nt 

rise  in sa le s to  $57.8 b illio n b y 2020.  It’ s a ll tha nks to  lo w na tura l g a s p ric e s, whic h ha ve  

stung  so me  U.S. e ne rg y p ro d uc e rs b ut a re  linke d  to  mo re  tha n 196,000 ne w 

ma nufa c turing  jo b s in ma jo r me tro p o lita n a re a s a nd  a  $124 b illio n b o o st to  sa le s fo r 

e ne rg y-inte nsive  p ro d uc ts like  fa b ric a te d  me ta ls, ste e l a nd  iro n fro m 2010 to  2012.  

Na tura l a s is a  c e ntra l fe e d sto c k use d  in c he mic a l ma nufa c turing  p la nts a nd  ste e l mills, 

a nd  sinc e  2007, U.S. o il a nd  g a s pro d uc e rs ha ve  ma d e  it muc h mo re  a c c e ssib le  b y 

c ra c king  o pe n sha le  ro c k tha t ha d  tra p pe d  it fo r millio ns o f ye a rs.  Sub se q ue ntly, 

ind ustria l se c to rs ha ve  he lp e d  push the  na tio n’ s re c o ve ry fro m the  re c e ssio n tha t b e g a n 

in 2007 a nd  will p ro b a b ly unde rp in e c o no mic  g ro wth thro ug h 2020, a c c o rd ing  to  the  

re p o rt p re p a re d  b y HIS G lo b a l-Insig ht.  Thro ug h the  e nd  o f the  d e c a d e , ma nufa c turing  

e mplo yme nt c o uld  jump  1 p e rc e nt e a c h ye a r in the  U.S., le d  b y me ta ls, ma c hine ry a nd  

iro n a nd  ste e l ma nufa c turing , whic h e a c h g re w a b o ut 10 p e rc e nt b e twe e n 2010 a nd  

2012.  The  stud y inc lude d  the se  p ro je c tio ns fo r Ho usto n thro ug h 2020: 

 

 In ma c hine ry ma nufa c turing , a  30 p e rc e nt e mp lo yme nt b o o st to  mo re  tha n 

69,500 a nd  a  40 p e rc e nt inc re a se  in sa le s to  mo re  tha n $28 b illio n. 

 In fa b ric a te d  me ta ls, a n 18 p e rc e nt c limb  in pa yro ll to  mo re  tha n 60,000 a nd  a  29 

p e rc e nt rise  in sa le s to  $17.6 b illio n. 

 

 

 

Ene rg y Pla ye rs Bring  Fore ig n Inve stme nts Home  
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A lo t o f ma jo r e ne rg y ind e pe nd e nts ha ve  b a ile d  o n muc h o f the ir fo re ig n inve stme nts to  

fo c us o n d o me stic  pro d uc tio n, a nd  the  tre nd  is c o ntinuing  stro ng ly into  2014.  Ho usto n-

a re a  inde p e nd e nts – suc h a s Ana d a rko  Pe tro le um, Ne wfie ld  Exp lo ra tio n, Ap a c he , a nd  

No b le  Ene rg y a re  a mo ng  tho se  b usy e ithe r a nno unc ing  fo re ig n d ive stme nts o r c lo sing  

o n the  sa le  o f inte rna tio na l p la ys.  Ra ymo nd  Ja me s e ne rg y a na lyst And re w Co le ma n 

sa id  so me  c o mp a nie s a re  c ho o sing  to  fo c us o n the  na tura l g a s b o o m in the  U.S. fo r a  

“mo re  U.S.-c e nte re d  a sse ts b a se ,”  a nd  the y a re  ma king  sa le s to  b o o st the ir c a sh flo w.  

Do wnsizing  a nd  prio ritizing  c a n a lso  p le a se  inve sto rs.  “Ma ny o p e ra to rs tha t p re vio usly 

we nt to  lo o k o ve rse a s a re  find ing  wha t the y ha ve  in the  U.S. a c tua lly trump s 

inte rna tio na l o p p o rtunitie s,”  Co le ma n sa id .  All the  usua l na me s, suc h a s Te xa s’  Ea g le  

Fo rd  Sha le  a nd  Pe rmia n Ba sin a re  p ro d uc ing , a s a re  no rthe rn p la ys like  the  No rth 

Da ko ta  Ba kke n fo rma tio n a nd  the  Ma rc e llus Sha le  in Pe nnsylva nia .  The  d a ta  sug g e sts 

na tura l g a s p ro d uc tio n is no t slo wing  d o wn a nytime  so o n a nd  the  te c hno lo g y is ra p id ly 

a dva nc ing .  On the  o the r ha nd , inte rna tio na l e xp lo ra tio n c a rrie s a  lo t mo re  risks with 

se c urity issue s, g e o p o litic s, la b o r fo rc e  issue s a nd  mo re , so  the  d ive sting  

a nno unc e me nts ke e p  c o ming .   

 

Inc ome s in Te xa s Ra nk 4th in U.S. for 2013 

 

Pe rso na l Inc o me  d id n’ t g ro w a s q uic kly in 2013 a s it d id  the  p re vio us ye a r, tha nks la rg e ly 

to  the  e nd  o f the  p a yro ll ta x ho lida y, b ut Te xa ns fa re d  b e tte r tha n re sid e nts o f o the r 

sta te s.  Co urte sy o f the  ro b ust e ne rg y ind ustry, a ve ra g e  p e rso na l inc o me  in Te xa s g re w 

b y 3.7 p e rc e nt in 2013, the  U.S. Bure a u o f Ec o no mic  Ana lysis re p o rte d  Tue sd a y, Ma rc h 

25, 2014.  Pe rso na l inc o me  is the  inc o me  re c e ive d  b y a ll re sid e nts fro m a ll so urc e s, 

inc lud ing  wa g e s, p ro pe rty re nta ls, d ivid e nds, inte re st a nd  g o ve rnme nt tra nsfe r 

p a yme nts suc h a s So c ia l Se c urity a nd  so c ia l a ssista nc e  fo r lo w inc o me  re side nt.  Te xa s 

ha d  the  na tio n’ s fo urth-hig he st p e rso na l inc o me  g ro wth ra te , the  b ure a u sa id .  The  

na tio nwid e  a ve ra g e  wa s 2.6 p e rc e nt.  Only No rth Da ko ta , Uta h & Ida ho  d id  b e tte r tha n 

Te xa s.  Na tio nwid e  in 2012, a ve ra g e  pe rso na  inc o me  g re w b y 4.2 p e rc e nt.  To  e xp la in 

the  d ro p  in the  ra te  o f g ro wth, the  b ure a u p o inte d  to  two  p rime  fa c to rs: the  e nd  o f the  

te mp o ra ry 2 p e rc e nta g e  p o int c ut in the  e mp lo ye e  c o ntrib utio n ra te  fo r so c ia l se c urity 

a nd  the  a c c e le ra tio n o f the  re c e ip t o f 2012 inc o me , inc lud ing  the  b o nuse s a nd  

d ivid e nd s, in a ntic ipa tio n o f hig he r inc o me  ta x ra te s.  Whe n it c o me s to  ne t e a rning s – 

the  wa g e s a nd  sa la rie s tha t wo rke rs re c e ive  – Te xa s wa s tie d  with Uta h with the  se c o nd  

hig he st g ro wth ra te  in the  na tio n a t 3.6 p e rc e nt la st ye a r.  Only No rth Da ko ta , a t 8.9 

p e rc e nt, wa s hig he r.  In Te xa s, p a rt o f the  g a ins ste m fro m the  hig h wa g e s pa id  b y the  

e ne rg y ind ustry.  But the  g ro wth o f the  c o nstruc tio n ind ustry wa s a n e ve n b ig g e r 

c o ntrib uto r to  the  o ve ra ll e c o no mic  we ll-b e ing  o f Te xa s.  Fro m the  first q ua rte r o f 2010 to  

the  fo urth q ua rte r o f 2013, the  o il a nd  g a s e xp lo ra tio n a nd  p ro d uc tio n ind ustry 

a c c o unte d  fo r 40 p e rc e nt o f e a rning s g ro wth in Te xa s.  Pro fe ssio na l se rvic e s ha ve  a lso  

p la ye d  a  stro ng  ro le , a c c o unting  fo r 17 p e rc e nt o f the  sta te wide  e a rning s g ro wth.  

Co nstruc tio n re p re se nts 13 p e rc e nt o f the  e a rning s g ro wth d uring  tha t sa me  fo ur ye a r 

p e rio d , while  he a lthc a re  re p re se nts 10 p e rc e nt. 

 

 

U.S. Job Numbe rs Re ac h Mile stone  

 

The  U.S. e c o no my ha s hit a  mile sto ne : It ha s fina lly re g a ine d  a ll the  priva te -se c to r jo b s it 

lo st d uring  the  Gre a t Re c e ssio n.  Ye t it to o k a  p a infully slo w six ye a rs, a nd  
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une mplo yme nt re ma ins stub b o rnly hig h a t 6.7 p e rc e nt.  The  c o me b a c k fig ure s we re  

c o nta ine d  in a  g o ve rnme nt re p o rt Frida y, Ap ril 4th, 2014 tha t sho we d  a  so lid  if 

unspe c ta c ula r mo nth o f jo b  g ro wth in Ma rc h.  U.S. e mp lo ye rs a d d e d  a  se a so na lly 

a d juste d  192,000 jo b s in Ma rc h, just b e lo w Fe b rua ry’ s 197,000 whic h wa s re vise d  hig he r.  

Ma rc h’ s fig ure  ne a rly ma tc he d  la st ye a r’ s a ve ra g e  mo nthly g a in, sug g e sting  tha t the  

e c o no my ha s re c o ve re d  fro m the  hiring  slo wd o wn c a use d  b y se ve re  we a the r in 

De c e mb e r a nd  Ja nua ry.  The  Ma rc h fig ure s d id  sig na l tha t stro ng e r g a ins c o uld  lie  

a he a d : Mo re  Ame ric a ns witho ut jo b s a re  sta rting  to  lo o k fo r o ne , a nd  p a yc he c ks a re  

g ro wing .  Mo st e c o no mists e xp e c t jo b  g ro wth to  p ic k up  a  b it to  a  mo nthly p a c e  o f 

225,000 o r mo re .  One  re a so n is Ame ric a ns ha ve  re duc e d  the ir d e b ts a nd  b e ne fite d  

fro m rising  ho me  p ric e s a nd  a  rising  sto c k ma rke t.  Be tte r ho use ho ld  fina nc e s sho uld  

tra nsla te  into  mo re  sp e nd ing .  The  U.S. une mplo yme nt ra te  ha s b e e n stuc k a t 6.7 

p e rc e nt sinc e  De c e mb e r, b ut tha t pa rtly re fle c ts a  p o sitive  tre nd :  Mo re  Ame ric a ns, 

p a rtic ula rly yo ung e r pe o p le , a re  e ithe r wo rking  o r lo o king  fo r wo rk.  So  fa r this ye a r, 

a b o ut 1.3 millio n p e o p le  ha ve  sta rte d  lo o king  fo r jo b s, a nd  mo st ha ve  fo und  the m.  La st 

ye a r, b y c o ntra st, the  numb e r o f p e o p le  e ithe r wo rking  o r lo o king  fo r wo rk ha d  shrunk 

b y ro ug hly 500,000.  Fo r mo st o f the  p a st fo ur ye a rs, the  numb e r o f Ame ric a ns who  

fo und  jo b s b a re ly ke p t up  with p o pula tio n g ro wth.  No w it’ s g ro wing  slig htly fa ste r.  As a  

re sult, the  p e rc e nta g e  o f Ame ric a ns 16 o r o lde r who  we re  wo rking  re a c he d  58.9 

p e rc e nt in Ma rc h – the  hig he st p o int sinc e  2009. 

 

Une mployme nt Rate  

 

Ho usto n's une mplo yme nt ra te  ha s fa lle n fro m a  hig h o f 8.8 p e rc e nt in Ja nua ry 2010 to  

5.7 p e rc e nt in Fe b rua ry 2014. In Te xa s, the  se a so na lly a d juste d  une mp lo yme nt ra te  he ld  

ste a d y a t 5.7 p e rc e nt in Fe b rua ry.  The  U.S. une mplo yme nt ra te  is 6.7 p e rc e nt.   
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