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Houston Ra c ks Up Solid Job Growth Fig ure s 

 

Emp lo yme nt g re w a t a  so lid  p a c e  in Gre a te r Ho usto n la st mo nth a s the  o il re c o ve ry 

a dva nc e d  a nd  the  sta te  a nd  na tio na l e c o no mie s stre ng the ne d .  Me tro  Ho usto n 

c re a te d  67,100 jo b s in the  12 mo nths e nd ing  Fe b rua ry ’ 18, a c c o rd ing  to  the  Te xa s 

Wo rkfo rc e  Co mmissio n.  To ta l p a yro ll e mplo yme nt sto o d  a t 3,058,500 in Fe b rua ry, up  2.2 

p e rc e nt fro m Fe b rua ry a  ye a r e a rlie r.  The  p a c e  wa s slig htly b e lo w the  sta te ’ s 2.3 

p e rc e nt inc re a se , b ut we ll a b o ve  na tio na l e mp lo yme nt g ro wth ra te  o f 1.6 p e rc e nt.   

 

The  impro ve me nt fo llo ws the  re b o und  in the  re g io n’ s c ritic a l e ne rg y ind ustry a s o il p ric e s 

ha ve  c limb e d  a nd  d rilling  a c tivity, p a rtic ula rly in We st Te xa s’  Pe rmia n Ba sin, ha s p ic ke d  

up .  Jo b s a re  b e g inning  to  fo llo w the  inc re a se d  a c tivity.  Ene rg y se rvic e s pro vid e rs 

a d d e d  3,500 jo b s o ve r the  p a st ye a r in the  Ho usto n a re a , a  ne a rly 10 p e rc e nt inc re a se , 

a c c o rd ing  to  the  Wo rkfo rc e  Co mmissio n.   

 

Othe r se c to rs with stro ng  jo b  g ro wth he re  inc lude d  p ro fe ssio na l a nd  b usine ss se rvic e s, 

whic h a d d e d  25,000 jo b s o ve r the  ye a r, a  5 pe rc e nt inc re a se ; c o nstruc tio n whic h 

g a ine d  9,300 jo b s, a  4 p e rc e nt jump ; fina nc ia l a c tivitie s, whe re  e mplo yme nt g re w b y 

4,000 jo b s o r 2.5 p e rc e nt; a nd  ma nufa c turing , whic h a d d e d  4,800 jo b s o ve r the  ye a r, a  

2 p e rc e nt inc re a se .   

 

The  re g io n ha s a lso  b e ne fite d  fro m stro ng  na tio na l a nd  sta te  e c o no mie s.  Na tio na lly, 

e mplo ye rs a d d e d  mo re  tha n 300,000 in Fe b rua ry a nd  in Te xa s, e mplo ye rs e xp a nde d  

p a yro lls fo r the  20th c o nse c utive  mo nth, a d d ing  40,500 jo b s, a c c o rd ing  to  the  Wo rkfo rc e  

Co mmissio n.  Ove r the  p a st ye a r, Te xa s g a ine d  285,000 jo b s.  Afte r she d d ing  te ns o f 

tho usa nds o f jo b s during  a  b ruta l e ne rg y d o wnturn in 2015 a nd  2016, the  Te xa s o il 

ind ustry ha s g a ine d  28,000 jo b s o ve r the  pa st ye a r, up  13 pe rc e nt fro m a  ye a r a g o .  The  

ind ustry g a ine d  6,500 jo b s in Fe b rua ry a lo ne .   

 

While  TWC’ s d a ta  sug g e st a  ro b ust e c o no my, muc h o f the  g ro wth o c c urre d  in Q4/ 17 a s 

firms hire d  a dd itio na l e mp lo ye e s to  a ssist with Hurric a ne  Ha rve y re c o ve ry e ffo rts.  

Co nstruc tio n, re ta il, re sta ura nts, who le sa le  tra d e  a nd  e mplo yme nt se rvic e s se t hiring  

re c o rds in Q4.   

 

• Oil fie ld  se rvic e s a d d e d  3,500 jo b s o ve r the  12 mo nths, sup p o rte d  b y a  rig  c o unt 

tha t ro se  ne a rly 30 p e rc e nt o ve r the  sa me  p e rio d . 

• The  ma nufa c turing  se c to r a d d e d  4,800 wo rke rs, the  g ro wth c lo se ly tie d  to  the  

inc re a se  in d rilling  a c tivity.  

• The  c o nstruc tio n se c to r hire d  3,700 wo rke rs in Fe b rua ry a nd  9,300 fo r the  ye a r a s 

hurric a ne  re c o ve ry e ffo rts c o ntinue d .  

• The  6,900 re ta il jo b s a dd e d  sinc e  Fe b rua ry ’ 17 inc lude  a  b ump  fro m re c o ve ry. 

• The  ne e d  to  hire  wo rke rs o n a  te mp o ra ry b a sis to  he lp  with Hurric a ne  Ha rve y 

re c o ve ry a nd  g ro wing  c o nfid e nc e  in the  lo c a l e c o no my ha s a d de d  11,400 

wo rke rs to  the  e mp lo yme nt se rvic e s se c to r o ve r the  pa st 12 mo nths.  Tha t’ s a  14.7 

p e rc e nt inc re a se  o ve r Fe b rua ry ’ 17. 
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• Oil a nd  g a s firms c o ntinue  to  re struc ture , the  se c to r c utting  2,200 wo rke rs o ve r 

the  p a st 12 mo nths.  

• Unc e rta inty o ve r the  Affo rd a b le  Ca re  Ac t, p re ssure  to  c o ntro l c o sts, a nd  the  lo ss 

o f e ne rg y jo b s with g e ne ro us b e ne fits c o ntinue  to  we ig h o n the  he a lth c a re  

se c to r.  Ho sp ita ls ha ve  c ut 1,200 wo rke rs sinc e  Fe b rua ry ’ 17, while  a mb ula to ry 

he a lth c a re  (c linic s a nd  o utp a tie nt c e nte rs) ha s a d de d  4,200.  

 

Ho usto n's Fe b rua ry une mplo yme nt ra te  wa s 4.7 p e rc e nt, d o wn fro m 4.8 p e rc e nt in 

Ja nua ry a nd  5.7 pe rc e nt in Fe b rua ry ’ 17.  Te xa s' une mp lo yme nt ra te  wa s 4.1 p e rc e nt in 

Fe b rua ry, d o wn fro m 4.2 p e rc e nt in Ja nua ry a nd  4.8 p e rc e nt in Fe b rua ry ’ 17.  The  U.S. 

ra te  wa s 4.4 pe rc e nt in Fe b rua ry, d o wn fro m 4.5 p e rc e nt in Ja nua ry a nd  fro m 4.9 

p e rc e nt in Fe b rua ry ’ 17. 

 

 

Houston Are a  Se ts Pa c e  in Construc tion Jobs 

 

Ho usto n le d  the  sta te  in the  numb e r o f c o nstruc tio n jo b s a d d e d  o ve r the  p a st ye a r a nd  

ra nke d  third  in the  na tio n, a  ne w re p o rt sho we d .  The  Ho usto n re g io n a d d e d  9,200 

c o nstruc tio n jo b s a nnua lly a s o f Ja nua ry, a  g ro wth ra te  o f 4 p e rc e nt, the  Asso c ia te d  

Ge ne ra l Co ntra c to rs o f Ame ric a  re p o rte d .  Re b uild ing  e ffo rts a fte r Hurric a ne  Ha rve y 

c o ntrib ute d  to  the  g a ins.  Rive rsid e , Ca lifo rnia  a d d e d  the  mo st, 10,600 jo b s, o r 12 

p e rc e nt fo llo we d  b y Pho e nix, with 9,900 jo b s, o r 9 p e rc e nt.  Co nstruc tio n e mplo yme nt 

inc re a se d  in a b o ut 70 p e rc e nt o f the  358 me tro  a re a s, tra c ke d  b y the  AGC o f Ame ric a , 

whic h a na lyze d  fe de ra l e mp lo yme nt d a ta  in the  re p o rt.  In Te xa s, a ll b ut fo ur o f 26 c itie s 

tra c ke d  sho we d  g a ins.  Fo rt Wo rth e xp e rie nc e d  the  b ig g e st d ro p , lo sing  1,400 jo b s, o r 2 

p e rc e nt.  On a  p e rc e nta g e  b a sis, Mid la nd  ha d  the  mo st jo b  g ro wth, a d d ing  5,900 jo b s, 

o r 24 p e rc e nt.  The  fig ure s fo r Mid la nd  inc lude d  mining  a nd  lo g g ing  jo b s in the  o il-ric h 

Pe rmia n Ba sin.  Ne a rb y Od e ssa  a d de d  2,800 jo b s, o r 19 p e rc e nt.    

 

 

La bor Shortag e  Worse ns in Booming  We st Te xa s 

 

The  la te st sha le  drilling  b o o m is d riving  une mplo yme nt to  the  lo we st le ve ls in ye a rs in 

ma ny o f the  a re a s tha t e nc o mpa ss the  Pe rmia n Ba sin, a  17-c o unty re g io n tha t sp a ns 

We st Te xa s a nd  e a ste rn Ne w Me xic o .  Re e ve s a nd  Wa rd  c o untie s, in the  he a rt o f 

Pe rmia n sub -b a sin c a lle d  the  De la wa re , a re  se e ing  unpre c e d e nte d  g ro wth in o il a nd  

g a s d e ve lo p me nt; Winkle r Co unty, a lso  in the  De la wa re , ha s b e c o me  a  sa nd  mining  

hub , d rive n b y d e ma nd  fro m hyd ra ulic  fra c turing , whic h p ump s wa te r a nd  sa nd  und e r 

hig h pre ssure  to  c ra c k sha le  ro c k a nd  re le a se  o il a nd  na tura l g a s.  In Fe b rua ry, the  

Pe rmia n Ba sin Re g io na l Pla nning  Co mmissio n e xa mine d  the  wo rkfo rc e  in the  Pe rmia n 

re g io n a nd  fo und  tha t its une mplo yme nt ra te  is a t 2.9 p e rc e nt, muc h lo we r tha n the  

Te xa s ra te  o f 4 p e rc e nt a nd  na tio na l a ve ra g e  o f 4.1 p e rc e nt.  Une mp lo yme nt in the  

re g io n ha s p lung e d  ne a rly 2 pe rc e nta g e  p o ints o ve r the  pa st ye a r, p ushing  the  ra te  to  

le ve ls no t se e n sinc e  the  e nd  o f 2014, a  ye a r whe n o il pa sse d  $100 b a rre l.  Ne a rly e ve ry  

c o unty in the  re g io n ha s une mp lo yme nt ra te s b e lo w the  sta te  a ve ra g e .  But the re  is a  

d o wnside  to  the  Pe rmia n’ s b o o m, na me ly a c ute  la b o r sho rta g e s.  Ne a rly a ll o f the  

wo rke rs who  wa nt jo b s in the  Pe rmia n’ s 17 c o untie s a re  e mplo ye d , a c c o rd ing  to  the  

Pla nning  Co mmissio n.  This ha s b e e n g o o d  fo r wo rke rs, who  a re  g e tting  mo re  ho urs a nd   

e a rning  mo re  mo ne y.  As o il p ro d uc tio n rise s, c o mpa nie s ne e d  e ve n mo re  wo rke rs, b ut  
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fe we r pe o p le  a re  lo o king  fo r o il ind ustry jo b s, a c c o rd ing  to  a  surve y b y the  Fe de ra l 

Re se rve  Ba nk o f Da lla s.  As o ne  unna me d  c o mp a ny summe d  it up  in the  surve y, “The  

la b o r sho rta g e  in We st Te xa s is o nly g e tting  wo rse .”   So me  o f this la b o r sho rta g e  is 

c o ming  fro m a  d ra in o f wo rke rs a nd  e q uip me nt a fte r 2016, whe n o il p ric e s ta nke d , 

c o mpa nie s sc a le d  b a c k o p e ra tio ns a nd  ma ny wo rke rs in the  ind ustry le ft the  b o o m-

a nd -b ust ind ustry fo r g o o d .  As o il p ric e s p ic ke d  up  in De c e mb e r, se rvic e s c o mp a nie s 

still re p o rte d  a  sho rta g e  o f wo rke rs fo r 50-p e rso n fra c king  c re ws, fo rc ing  c o mp a nie s to  

le a ve  hundre ds o f we lls unta pp e d  fo r mo nths.  Une mp lo yme nt ra te s in Mid la nd  a nd  

Od e ssa , two  Te xa s c itie s a t the  he a rt o f the  Pe rmia n, g a ug e  ho w q uic kly the  la b o r 

ma rke t ha s tig hte ne d .  In Aug ust, Mid la nd  a nd  Od e ssa  ha d  3.2 p e rc e nt a nd  4.3 

p e rc e nt une mplo yme nt ra te s, re spe c tive ly.  Six mo nths la te r une mp lo yme nt in Mid la nd  

slid  to  2.5 p e rc e nt a nd  Od e ssa ’ s to  3.2 p e rc e nt.  As la b o r re ma ins in sho rt supp ly, 

c o mpa nie s a re  g o ing  fa rthe r a fie ld  to  find  wo rke rs a nd  p a ying  the m mo re  inc re a sing  

p ro d uc tio n c o sts a nd  shrinking  pro fit ma rg ins.  With o il tra d ing  b e twe e n $60 a nd  $65 a  

b a rre l, lo we r jo b le ss ra te s in the  a re a  c o uld  me a n tha t o utp ut in the  Pe rmia n will slo w. 

 

 

Se c ond Plac e  Finish 

 

Me tro  Ho usto n ra nke d  a s o ne  o f the  na tio n’ s to p  me tro s fo r ne w a nd  e xp a nde d  

fa c ilitie s in ’ 17, a c c o rd ing  to  Site  Se le c tio n ma g a zine , whic h p ro d uc e d  the  ra nking s a s 

p a rt o f the  a nnua l “Go ve rno r’ s Cup ”  c o mp e titio n.  The  Ho usto n re g io n lo g g e d  196 

p ro je c ts, b e hind  me tro  Chic a g o  b ut a he a d  o f Da lla s-Fo rt Wo rth.  Te xa s e a rne d  the  to p  

sp o t in the  ma g a zine ’ s sta te  ra nking s.  Site  Se le c tio n’ s ra nking s fo c use d  o n ne w p ro je c ts 

with sig nific a nt imp a c t, inc lud ing  he a d q ua rte rs, ma nufa c turing  p la nts, R&D o p e ra tio ns 

a nd  lo g istic s site s.  Re ta il, g o ve rnme nt, sc ho o l a nd  ho sp ita l p ro je c ts a re  no t inc lud e d .  

Pro je c ts inc lude d  in the  a na lyse s me e t a t le a st o ne  o f thre e  c rite ria : (a ) invo lve  a  

c a p ita l inve stme nt o f a t le a st $1 millio n, (b ) c re a te  a t le a st 20 ne w jo b s o r (c ) a d d  a t 

le a st 20,000 sq . ft. o f ne w flo o r a re a . Sinc e  ’ 11, me tro  Ho usto n ha s g a rne re d  the  to p  sp o t 

twic e , se c o nd  p la c e  fo ur time s, a nd  third  p la c e  o nc e . 

 

 

Me tro Houston De ta ils 

 

During  the  fra c king  b o o m (’ 11–’ 14), Ha rris Co unty a d d e d  80,000 to  90,000 re side nts pe r 

ye a r.  The  c o unty le d  the  na tio n in p o p ula tio n g ro wth in ’ 11, ’ 12, ’ 13, ’ 14 a nd  ’ 15, 

slipp ing  to  se c o nd  in ’ 16.  Ove r tho se  six ye a rs, Ha rris Co unty a d d e d  just shy o f ha lf a  

millio n re side nts.  It a c c o unte d  fo r just o ve r ha lf the  re g io n’ s g ro wth during  tha t p e rio d . 

La st ye a r, the  tre nd  re ve rse d . Mo re  re side nts le ft the  c o unty tha n a rrive d .  The y d id n’ t 

simp ly mo ve  e lse whe re  in the  re g io n, the y le ft the  me tro  a re a  a lto g e the r.  Inte rna tio na l 

in-mig ra tio n o ffse t so me  o f the  lo sse s, b ut “ne t”  mig ra tio n wa s still ne g a tive .  If no t fo r 

the  73,000 b a b ie s b o rn la st ye a r, the  c o unty wo uld  ha ve  lo st p o p ula tio n.  As a  re sult,  

p o p ula tio n g a ins fo r Ha rris Co unty in ’ 17 we re  the  we a ke st sinc e  ’ 95. But this is a  

tra nsito ry p he no me no n.  As no te d  e a rlie r, p o p ula tio n g ro wth d e pe nd s he a vily o n 

e mplo yme nt g ro wth, a nd  the  re g io n ha s sta rte d  to  a d d  jo b s a g a in.  The  b ulk o f tho se  

jo b s will b e  a dd e d  in the  c o unty.  Ac c o rd ing  to  the  U.S. Ce nsus Bure a u, 73 p e rc e nt o f a ll  

b usine sse s in the  re g io n a nd  80 p e rc e nt o f a ll p a yro ll jo b s a re  in Ha rris Co unty.  Ne t 

mig ra tio n wa s p o sitive  fo r the  re ma ining  e ig ht c o untrie s, a nd  a ll nine  c o untie s d id  g a in 

in to ta l p o p ula tio n, b ut the  ra te  o f g ro wth slo we d  fo r Austin, Fo rt Be nd , Ga lve sto n a nd   



4306 Yoakum Blvd., Suite 350 | Houston, TX 77006 
(713) 623-0400 phone | (713) 623-0415 fax | www.thehiringsource.com 

Ha rris.  Ha rris still c o mma nd s the  la rg e st sha re  o f the  re g io n’ s p o p ula tio n, b ut tha t 

ma rg in ha s slipp e d  in re c e nt ye a rs.  In ’ 10, Ha rris a c c o unte d  fo r 68.8 p e rc e nt o f the  

re g io n’ s p o p ula tio n.  To d a y, it a c c o unts fo r 67.5. 

 

The  o ut-mig ra tio n fro m Ha rris Co unty ma y fo re sha d o w a  simila r tre nd  fo r the  C ity o f 

Ho usto n.  Nine ty-e ig ht p e rc e nt o f the  c ity’ s la nd  ma ss lie s within Ha rris Co unty, a nd  if the  

c o unty suffe re d  o ut-mig ra tio n, it’ s like ly the  c ity d id  a s we ll.  The  Ce nsus Bure a u will 

re le a se  its p o pula tio n e stima te s fo r U.S. c itie s la te r this mo nth.   
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